
A Gospel Primer for Christians 
(“Preaching the Gospel to Yourself Daily”) 

1 Corinthians 15:1,3-4 
 

“If there’s anything in life that we should be passionate about, it’s the gospel. And I don’t 
mean passionate only about sharing it with others. I mean passionate about thinking about 
it, dwelling on it, rejoicing in it, allowing it to color the way we look at the world. Only one 

thing can be of first importance to each of us. And only the gospel ought to be.” 
 

(C.J. Mahaney, The Cross Centered Life, 20-21) 
 
The Glory of God 
1. My God is immense beyond imagination. He measured the entire universe with the span of His hand. Isaiah 
40:12 
2. He is unimaginably awesome in all of His perfections, absolutely righteous, holy, and just in all of His ways. 
Deuteronomy 32:3-4 
3. He has also been unbelievable good and merciful to me as the Creator and Sustainer of my life. Colossians 
1:17 
4. Every breath, every heartbeat, every function of every organ in my body is a gift from Him. James 1:17 
5. Every legitimate pleasure I experience is a gift from His loving hand to me. 1 Timothy 6:17; Acts 14:17 
6. All that I am and all that I have I owe to Him and to His goodness. James 1:17 
7. My life in every way is, and will continue to be, utterly dependent upon Him in whom I live and move and 
have my being. Acts 17:28 
8. This wonderful God is the most supremely worthy Object of admiration (Psalm 96:3-7), honor (Revelation 
4:11), and delight (Psalm 16:11) in all of the universe; 
9. And He has created me with the intention that I might glorify Him (Romans 11:36; 1 Corinthians 10:31) by 
finding my soul’s delight in Him and by living in joyful obedience to Him in all of my ways. Psalm 37:4; 
Deuteronomy 5:29 
 
My Sin Against God 
10. Yet I could not have failed this great God more miserably than I have. Romans 1:21-23, 25, 3:23 
11. Instead of giving thanks to Him and humbly submitting to His rule over my life, I have rebelled against Him 
and have actually sought to exalt myself above Him. 
12. Going my own way and living according to my own wisdom, I have broken countless times either the letter 
or the spirit of every one of God’s Ten Commandments. Exodus 20:3-8, 14-17; Colossians 3:5; Matthew 5:27-28; 
1 John 3:15 
13. Thinking myself to be wise, I have shown myself to be a fool; and because of my arrogance, God has every 
right to damn me to the everlasting experience of His terrifying wrath in the Lake of Fire. Romans 6:23; 
Revelation 21:8; Ephesians 2:3 
14. So as for myself, apart from Christ I am bound by the guilt of my sins (Romans 3:19) and also bound by the 
power of sin, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures. Titus 3:3; Ephesians 2:3 
15. Apart from Christ, I am also utterly deserving of and destined for eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire, 
completely unable to save myself or ever to make one iota of a contribution to my own salvation. Romans 5:6 
 
God’s Work on My Behalf 
16. However what I could not do, God did (Romans 5:6) and in doing it, He did it all, sending His own Son into 
the world to die on the cross for my sins (Romans 8:3; 1 Peter 3:18), thereby showing me unfathomable love. 
Romans 5:7-8. 



17. God love me so much that He was willing to suffer the loss of His Son (John 3:16; Romans 8:32), and even 
more amazingly, He was willing to allow His Son to suffer the loss of Him at the cross. Mark 15:34 
18. Jesus loved me so much that He was willing to lay down His life for me. No one could ever love me more or 
better than Jesus. John 15:13 
19. On the third day after Jesus’ death, God raised Him from the dead, thereby announcing that His death was 
completely sufficient to atone for every sin that I have or will commit throughout my lifetime. Acts 13:30;38-39. 
20. God then exalted Christ to His own right hand (Ephesians 1:20-21), where Christ now reigns from on high, 
granting salvation and forgiveness to all who call on Him by faith. Acts 5:31. 
 
My Salvation 
21. Now when my time came and I placed my faith in Jesus, God instantly granted me a great salvation. Romans 
10:9-10 
22. He forgave me of all of my sins, past, present, and future. Colossians 2:13 
23. He made me His child, adopting me into His family. Ephesians 1:5; John 1:12 
24. He gave me the gift of the Holy Spirit, who gives me God’s power (Acts 1:8, Ephesians 3:16), who pours out 
God’s love within my heart (Ephesians 1:13-14; Romans 5:5), and who tenderly communicates to my spirit that I 
am a child of God and an heir of eternal glory in heaven. Romans 8:16-17 
25. In saving me, God also freed me from slavery to any and all sins. Romans 6:6-7, 14 
26. I no longer have to sin again, for sin’s mastery over me has been broken! Romans 6:14 
27. In saving me, God also justified me (Romans 5:1), and being justified through Christ, I have a peace with God 
that will endure forever. 
28. In justifying me God declared me innocent of my sins and pronounced me righteous with the very 
righteousness of Jesus. Romans 5:18 
29. God also allowed His future and present wrath against me to be completely propitiated by Jesus, who bore it 
upon Himself while on the cross. 1 John 2:2 
30. Consequently, God now has only love, compassion, and deepest affection for me, and this love is without 
any mixing in of wrath whatsoever. 
31. God always looks upon me and treats me with gracious favor, always working all things together for my 
ultimate and eternal good. Romans 8:28 
32. God’s grace abounds to me even through trials. 2 Corinthians 9:8 
33. Because I am a justified one, He subjugates every trial and forces it to do good unto me. Romans 5:1-5 
34.When I sin, God’s grace abounds to me all the more as He graciously maintains my justified status as 
described above. Romans 5:20-21 
35.When I sin, God feels no wrath in His heart against me. 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10; 1 John 2:2 
36. His heart is filled with nothing by love for me, and He longs for me to repent and confess my sins to Him, so 
that He might show me the gracious and forgiving love that has been in His heart all along. 1 John 1:9 
37. God does not require my confession before He desires to forgive me. 
38. In His heart He already has forgiven me; and when I come to Him to confess my sins to Him, He runs to me 
(as it were) and is repeatedly embracing and kissing me even before I get the words of my confession out of my 
mouth! Luke 15:20-24 
39. God does see my sins, and He is grieved by my sins. (Ephesians 4:30) His grief comes partly from the fact that 
in my moments of sin, I am not receiving the fullness of His love for me. 
40. He even sends chastisement into my life (Hebrews 12:7-9); but He does so because He is for me (Romans 
8:31), and He loves me (Hebrews 12:6); and He disciplines me for my ultimate good. Hebrews 12:10 
41. I don’t deserve any of this, even on my best day; but this is my salvation, and herein I stand. 1 Peter 5:12; 1 
Corinthians 16:13; Colossians 1:23 Thank You Jesus! 
 
This material was taken completely from “A Gospel Primer for Christians” by Milton Vincent.   


